[image: image1.jpg]


 
Press Release - 2nd January 2012

CHALFONT ST PETER CHALLENGES PLANNING INSPECTOR’S APPROVAL OF  DISTRICT COUNCILS CORE STRATEGY IN THE HIGH COURT

Chalfont St Peter Parish Council has challenged the Government’s Planning Inspector over his approval of Chiltern District Council’s new planning policies, collectively known as The Core Strategy. The challenge specifically relates to the Grange - site of the former Holy Cross Convent - and was submitted to the High Court in December. The Core Strategy, which was approved by the Government in November, overturns the educational and community planning use of the Grange site to housing but ignores the need for improved school buildings and better facilities in the village.  The Grange site is already subject to a Judicial Review challenge by Chalfont Peter Parish Council which is opposing a controversial planning approval given by Chiltern District Council in August 2010, for approximately 200 houses and a 75 unit care home. The plan also includes the destruction of the old Grange building. The Parish Council submit that The District Council in passing the planning application ignored the existing educational land use.  The Judicial Review permission hearing is due to take place on the 22nd of March 2012. 
Vice Chairman of the Parish Council Richard Allen who has been coordinating both legal challenges explains that Chalfont St Peter is not against the principle of development on the site but is entirely unhappy with the way in which the important and historic centre of the settlement has been dealt with by The District Council. “It seems that almost every issue we raise is ignored. Since the very beginning, when the Grange was first suggested as a site for development, we highlighted the obvious fact that this was an opportunity to redesign Chalfont St Peter. Rather than just dump uniform development in one site we’d like to see a well planned, mixed development that takes into account the present and long term future needs of the community, including local education and housing requirements. Our challenge to the planning inspector’s approval of the Core Strategy hinges on a very simple proposal that offers a clear alternative plan for this site incorporating the relocation of the local school as well as houses on the Grange and on the old school site. This perfectly reasonable, deliverable and in our view superior alternative was totally ignored by Chiltern District Council and the inspector, contravening planning directives and forcing us to take legal action”.   

Chairman of the Parish Council, John Hatton, who is overseeing the development of the Village’s Neighbourhood Plan sees the legal challenge as an opportunity for everyone to benefit from a mixed development including the residents, the District Council and the land owners “We have seen a commercially viable, alternative mixed use plan put forward by a company called Arrowcroft that not only has the approval of the village but also provides much of the housing Chiltern District requires. Furthermore it gives an opportunity for other facilities to be provided, including an expanded school and the retention of some of the existing playing fields for community use. We think it’s a win, win for everyone and we hope that Chiltern District Council and the Religious Order that own the land will see what we are trying to achieve here and realise it’s worth. We have tried very hard to engage in the development of a more holistic plan and we hope that from these disagreements some kind of cooperation will emerge as to the way forward with this important and ancient site in the heart of our community” 
Meanwhile Phil Donaldson, concerned local heritage enthusiast and member of local protest group SENSE, has raised the issue of the old Grange building which is now apparently suffering from water ingress due to the removal of lead from the roof. “I really hope that something can be agreed quickly so we can save the old part of the building. It’s one of the few historical assets left in Chalfont St Peter and it would be shame if everyone finally agrees a way forward but does so too late to save the Grange itself” 
The Grange is the site of the old manor house and the existing Victorian building incorporates some medieval fabric and was once the home to the Grandparents of the legendary British actor Robert Morley whose Mother and Father first met in the building at the turn of the previous century.  

ENDS  
Notes for Editors: 

i) Chalfont St Peter Parish Council became concerned in 2006 about the closure of the Holy Cross Convent School on the Grange site in the centre of the village. The large tree covered site had been run as a school by The Sisters of The Holy Cross since the 1920s but they closed it down to sell it for residential use. 

ii) This site has significant historical importance for the Chalfont St Peter due to it being the original location of the medieval manor house.  The site also represents a major opportunity to re-design the heart of Chalfont St Peter for the better and to solve many of the problems the village faces including cramped local schools traffic problems and a lack of new local housing.  

iii) The controversial passing of the existing planning permission in 2010 saw hundreds of angry villagers at Chiltern District Councils offices in Amersham as well as news coverage by BBC Television. Despite the protests and The Parish Councils technical objections, Chiltern District Council passed the planning application, which is now the subject of a Judicial Review in the High Court. A permission hearing takes place on the 22nd of March 2012 and the Parish Council hopes to gain permission for a full JR hearing later in the year.    
iv) A developer called Arrowcroft has come forward with a vision for Chalfont St Peter which proposes to turn the Grange Site into a mixed use development, preserve the old Grange building, move the Chalfont St Peter Academy School to the site, create a better supermarket option along with sports facilities as well as houses on both the Grange and the old Academy site. This alternative plan was subject to a village wide consultation in 2011 which confirmed the communities’ approval as opposed to the existing planning permission which was overwhelmingly rejected in the Village Survey of 2009. The Arrowcroft consultation results can be found online :                 https://sites.google.com/site/holycrossredevelopment/public-consultation-results
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